REGIONAL ISSUES

California's Hydrodynamics
UNDERSTANDING THE IMPORTANCE OF WATER AND THE THREATS THAT WE FACE
BY JOHN WOODLING
ater... it defines Northern California. It fuels
our economy and sustains the environment. It is
intertwined with our landscapes and our quality
of life. It provides for our recreation and clean, renewable
hydropower. Despite the importance of water in Northern
California, some take it for granted, believing we will always
have adequate supplies of clean, affordable water to meet
our needs. The Sacramento River and its tributaries are
like a funnel through which water from the Sierra Nevada
and the Coast Ranges flow through the valley and into the
Sacramento- San Joaquin Delta. While this water is critical
to Northern California, exports from the Delta are also called
upon to quench the thirst of tens of millions of Southern
Californians and to irrigate millions of acres of San Joaquin
Valley farms. It is no secret that political and hydrodynamic
currents in the Delta are placing tremendous pressures on
Northern California's water resources.
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In 2009, the California legislature passed a package
of legislation aimed at resolving the water supply and
environmental crisis in the Delta, requiring aggressive water
conservation measures by both urban and agricultural users,

and improving management of the state's groundwater
resources. An $11.1 billion water bond was proposed to
help fund the necessary environmental and infrastructure
improvements. The legislation and subsequent regulatory
processes bring with them concerns that solving the problems
of the Delta, and of those parts of California that depend on
water exported from it, will create negative consequences for
Northern California.
Just as water is integral to the north state, regional
collaboration in addressing pressing issues has become the
standard for how we do business in the Sacramento region
and beyond. In this spirit, more than 150 cities, counties, water
suppliers, businesses, and community groups in Northern
California have come together around our common interests
in water resources to form the North State Water Alliance. Five
organizations, Metro Chamber, SACOG, Northern California
Water Association, Regional Water Authority, and Mountain
Counties Water Resources Association, brought their diverse
perspectives and strengths together to lead and build the
Alliance.

